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piration of the time limit. Urged to continue, she was
unable to solve even the simplest test of this type. She
showed no greater ability in dealing with abstractions;
tests for mental representation were not only failures,
but the purpose of the tests was not even grasped. The
girl herself said, " I can't think of it or remember it; it's
too hard." It was evident that she did not employ visual
imagery as an aid; indeed we soon discovered that visual
memory powers were very poor. No better success was
achieved in the simple substitution test.

When the failures were analyzed it was seen that Wil-
helmina was exceedingly incompetent. She not only
lacked resourcefulness and planfulness, but she also did
not profit by her own experiences. In reasoning and
apperceptive ability she was plainly lacking; in fact,
there was no single type of work done well, except lan-
guage tests. Undoubtedly it was this gift for self-ex-
pression that obscured the fact of the girl's subnormality.
She was stupid in general, but with special ability for
language.

It was interesting to find that Wilhelmina had readily
obtained several positions as salesgirl and that she was
considered satisfactory in that capacity. The delin-
quencies in which she became involved need not be re-
counted here; we are interested in them only as her
abilities or disabilities bear upon them. There were
causative factors other than mentality, but her mental
limitations formed no doubt one contributing cause; her
innate defects in foresight and judgment accounted in
part, at least, for the difficulties in which she became in-
volved. What could be done constructively to aid the
girl is another matter. Indeed, one could only urge
that she be carefully protected, and that her general dis-
ability be recognized in order that demands which she
would not be equal to meet should not be made.